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Field investigations at Taleigao plateau ( Fig. 1 ) at 15.4588333 N & 073.8340556 E carried out from June 2014 to July 2015. During the study period Sunday mornings between 07:00-10:30 hr were utilized for the study purpose. The butterflies were documented by direct observation, random walks and opportunistic sightings (Murugesan et al. 2013) . Visually encountered butterflies were identified on the field using photographic guides of Rangnekar (2007) and Kehimkar (2008) .
A total of 98 species belonging to 72 genera were recorded (Table 1) (Murugesan et al. 2013) . Different authors in their respective studies observed a similar pattern of dominance (Kunte 1997; Kunte et al. 1999; Eswaran & Pramod 2005; Dolia et al. 2008; Krishnakumar et al. 2008; Gaude & Janarthanam 2015) . Plateaus in Goa are known for their rich floral diversity (Joshi & Janarthanam 2004) . In the present study, family Lycaenidae was the second largest family, with 25 butterfly species; Nimbalkar et al. (2011) got similar results. It is known that members of Lycaenidae largely feed on grasses (Nimbalkar et al. 2011 ) and the vegetation of Taleigao Plateau is also dominated by herbs, shrubs and rough grass species interspersed with trees. At the study site grass species persist from June to late December, hence it could be a good host for the members of the Lycaenidae family. This is followed by the family Hesperiidae with 16 species. This clearly indicates the importance of the plateaus for the members of the family Hesperiidae. This plateau is infested with invasive plant species such as Chromolaena odorata, i.e., known for its high nectar production (Laxmi & Raju 2011) and Lantana camara that flowers throughout the year and is a good source of nectar for butterflies (Day et al. 2003) , which could be some of the reasons for the wide assemblage of butterfly species.
Findings of the present study underline the importance of Taleigao plateau as a preferred habitat for butterflies. The presence of endemic and schedule butterfly species, viz., Papilio Buddha, Troides minos, Altrophaneura hector, Castalius rosimon, Hypolimnas misippus, Lampides boeticus, Euchrysops cnejus, Jamides celeno, Pareronia valeria, Cepora nerissa, Euploea core also indicates the importance of this plateau for butterflies. The management of landscape, as well as of their food plants, may help to maintain and increase the butterfly diversity on the plateau. In the present scenario, plateau after plateau has been encroached upon for various mega projects, which doesn't bode well for conservation of biodiversity of these unique habitats. It is imperative to carry out systematic studies on the flora and fauna on a number of plateaus in the region, identify them as protected sites, such that, these plateaus with grassland patches can be conserved. 
